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WHY restore urban forests?

Forests are beautiful and peaceful places to enjoy nature.

Forests provide opportunities to learn about nature.

Healthy forests help to minimize the effects of human
and environmental disturbances.

Forests play an intricate and valuable role
in our community.



HOW do Forests Benefit our Communities?

Clean pollutants from our air and water.

Store carbon dioxide and release oxygen.

Prevent soil erosion.

Recycle nutrients and rainwater.

Regulate soil temperature and moisture.

Buffer winds.

Reduce noise from traffic.

Provide shade.

Source of food and medicinal products.

Provide habitat and food for wildlife.



A diverse plant population improves
the forest’s resilience to disease and
insect problems by ensuring that
resistant species are present.

The overall health of the woodlands in
Victoria Park is compromised due to the
presence of a large population of American
Beech which is susceptible to the Beech
Canker disease.

We are planting many native
trees, shrubs, ferns and
wildflowers to increase the
woodland’s biodiversity.

Maintaining high quality trails, creating
larger blocks of woodlands and
connecting existing woodlands makes
your walk more enjoyable, offers better
habitat for woodland wildlife, creates
wildlife corridors for safe travel.

The Eastern chipmunk is a small
mammal which lives in our urban forests.
Wildlife corridors connect blocks of
woodlands and provide the chipmunk
with protection from predators as it travels
through the Park collecting seeds, nuts
and berries to store for winter.

We are reworking the trail
system and enlarging the
woodland area.

Non-diseased American Beech

Beech Canker Disease

Eastern Chipmunk



The song sparrow’s nest of weeds and
grass is usually built on or close to the

ground. Low growing vegetation
such as grasses and shrubs are

important for the Song Sparrow to
successfully raise it’s young.

WHAT’S Happening in the Park?
We are improving wildlife habitat.

Increasing the diversity of the tree and shrub population in
the Park provides high quality habitat and a variety of food
sources for our native wildlife.

Dead trees which are left in the Park
become wildlife snags or fallen logs.
They enhance the quality of the
habitat by providing roosts, dens,
nesting sites and food for a wide
variety of wildlife.

Birds such as the hairy woodpecker excavate
nesting and roosting cavities in wildlife
snags.  They also probe the decaying
wood looking for insects to feed on.

The decomposition of fallen
logs recycles nutrients that
are used by other plants
and provides a place for
mosses, fungi and
seedlings to grow.

Wildlife Snag

Song Sparrow Nest

Maple Seedlings



TRAIL MAP
(Trails and Walkways are designated by yellow lines.)

Go on an ID scavenger hunt!
Find the trees and shrubs at the location of the numbers
and match them to the corresponding numbers in the

identification section of this booklet.

Please stay on the trails.
We are trying to create better habitat for small mammals
and woodland birds by encouraging the growth of low

growing plants and shrubs.

PAVED PATH

PARK DRIVEWAY QUEEN
ELIZABETH

DRIVE

BOARDW
ALK

BRIGHTON ROAD
15

12

5

1
16

19 2

3 10
13

8
6

7

11
18

17

9
14

4



WHAT’S to see?

Fruit bearing shrubs have been planted
to attract winter birds.
Where? By the tennis courts.

Bird Watchers

They also recycle soil nutrients, help control harmful
insects, aid in pollination, speed up decomposition and
disperse seeds.

Wildlife Watchers

Woodland Walkers

Wildlife is FUN TO WATCH

Nodding trillium and ground nesting
thrushes like the shade and solitude of
the woods.
Where? Along the trails in the deepest part
of the woodlands.

Holes in standing snags and fallen logs provide food and
shelter for birds such as woodpeckers, chickadees, nuthatches
and small mammals like the red squirrel.
Where? Along the woodland trails.

Nodding Trillium

Pond Onlookers
Relax by the pond and watch the birds and dragonflies; look
for salamanders and frogs.
Where? Dead Man’s Pond.

Mountain Ash Berries



WHAT’S to see?

Salamander and frog eggs can be seen
in the pond in early spring.

Frog tadpoles, salamander and dragonfly
larvae can be seen in the pond in late
spring and early summer.

A downy woodpecker has a nesting
cavity in a beech tree near the pond.

A cavity in the birch at the ponds edge
provides shelter for a chipmunk.

Fall colors are spectacular.

Birds gather to bathe in the pond.

Adult dragonflies dance around
the pond, spring and summer.

Salamander Egg Masses

Frog Tadpoles

American
Toad

Common
Grackles

Yellow-Legged
Meadowhawk



HOW can I help?
Please stay on designated trails.
An over abundance of trails degrades
the quality of habitat for plants and
wildlife. Open habitat exposes small
mammals and woodland birds to
predators.

Yard waste introduces
unwanted plant species.
In a forest setting, many non-native
plants become invasive.

Be forest friendly.
Harming trees causes wounds that
can’t heal, making the trees more
susceptible to disease and insect
problems.

Use the garbage cans.
Litter pollutes the environment
and harms wildlife and our pets.

Keep dogs on a leash and on
the trails.
New plants are important in forest
succession and are easily trampled.

Ground nesting woodland
birds may abandon their

nests, if disturbed.

Designated Trail

Lily of the Valley spreading in
woodlands

Scoop the poop.
Feces are unhealthy for the
environment, people, wildlife and
our pets.

Dog with litter



Native Trees and Shrubs
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INTERESTED in participating?

Contact us at:
The Parks and Recreation Department
City of Charlottetown, PEI
(902) 629-4024

For more nature information visit these websites:
MacPhail Woods Ecological

Forestry Project
http://www.macphailwoods.org/

Island Nature Trust
http://www.islandnaturetrust.ca/

Natural History Society
of Prince Edward Island

http://www.isn.net/~nhspei/

Come out to volunteer days... spend a fun day in
the Park planting trees, mulching trails or removing
invasive plant species.

Attend a pruning workshop, join a Park tour, bring
your camera and take photos.

Learn about and enjoy pond life in the Park... there
are lots of amphibians that call Dead Man’s Pond
home.

Learn about plant biology and how to identify the
native plant species in the Park... help us compile
inventories of the plants and animals in the Park.

Learn about tree seeds... help with seed collection.

Send us your ideas... we’d love to hear them.
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